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“REPORT: ae 


FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB, , 
Talladega, Nov. 26, 1869.. 


To His EXCELLENCY Wu. Н. SMITH, 
Governor of Alabama: 


‚ Sm—I have the honor to transmit herewith the Ninth 
Annual Report of the Alabama Institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb, (now also an Institution for the Blind.) 
`. The report recommends certain improvements, that, sug- | 

gesting an appropriation to repair the roof of main build- 

- ing, is believed to be absolutely essential for the protection , 
of the property and the safety of the inmates. | 

I have the honor to be, — 
‘Very respectfully, 
__ Your obedient servant, 
' | М.Н. Свотквнанк, | 
President Board of Commissioners, 

| Ala. Inst. Deaf and Dumb. 
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ET OS 


REPORT OF PRINCIPAL. 


To the Board of Commissioners : 

GENTLEMEN—IĪn submitting this, the Ninth Annual Re- 
' port of the Institution as required by law, I have the 
pleasure to report the Institution іп as flourishing & con- 
‚ dition as under all the circumstances we could expect. The 
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number of pupils in attendance during the school year 
ending July 3, 1869, was thirty-five : | 
Number of Мпіев....:................ ........ ‚:.:.25 


Number of Blind..... 22...... 14-.2.............. ...10. 
овар, ааа... ОО 35 


-This is а small number compared with the number in 
older institutions, but when we consider that most of those 
entitled to the benefits of the school are the children of 
poor parents, many of whom reside in remote parts of the 
State, and that no provision is made to pay traveling ex- 
penses, or to supply them with clothing, the reason is at 
° once apparent why so many have failed to avail themselves 
of the. benefits of the Institution. There being no addi- 
tional appropriation for the support.of the blind pupils, we 
have not tried to increase the number in that department. 

The health of the inmates of the Institution has been 
_ 2004 ; no serious illness has occurred amongst the pupils 
in the Department of Handicraft. We have not accom- 


_ plished much for want of shop room. The boys have феев-— - 


instructed in broom-making, shoe-making and @ane work, 
This is an important branch of education, and I trust the 
Legislature will, by making the necessary appropriation, 
‘enable us to erect suitable shops, and procure materials to 
- carry on this part of our r undertaking successfully and pro- 
fitably. 

In order that our Blind Department may be placed on а 
permanent basis, I suggest that the Board ask the Legisla- 
ture, at the next session of that body, for an annual appro- 
priation for iis support, and for a special fund to procure 
_ musical instruments, maps, globes, books in raised letters, 
&c., for the use of the blind pupils; this latter appropria- 
tion would, of course, not have to be made again soon. 
Blind persons often make good musicians, and sometimes 
` successful music teachers. Music is a prominent feature 
in the education of the blind everywhere. 

_ Another view of the case is, I imagine, that nothing goes 
so far towards mitigating the terrible affliction of blindness 
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as the sweet sounds of music. . Musical instruments, maps, 


and globes for the. blind, and books in raised type are · 2 


_ costly, and we are at this time scantily supplied with them. 
We have only a few books, a copy of the dictionary, and 
three copies of the New Testament, and not a single map 
or globe. 


° The property of the Institution consists of a lot in the. 


town of Talladega, containing thirteen acres on which the 
buildings are located, and eighty acres of woodland lying 
four miles from the Institution. The main building is one 


of the best in the State, built of beautiful dark-colored . 


pressed brick. It-is one hundred and two feet long by 
fifty-four wide, containing twenty-one large rooms, all of 
them well plastered, lighted and ventillated, except two in 
the fourth story. The roof is in a decaying condition, and 
subjects us continually to danger from fire. It is made of 
pine shingles and was put on nineteen years ago. The tin 
gutters are worn out, and the wood work of the cornices 
are deluged at every rain. We have, by constant care, 
thus far been enabled to preserve the inside of the build- 
ing from injury by leakage. As a matter of safety to us 
and economy to the State, this roof ought at- once to be 
replaced by a good slate or other‘fire-proof roof. It would 
perhaps cost $2,000. 


Тһе fencing is all of wood and needs repairing. The . 


barn and stables also need to be repaired. The kitchen 
and servants’ rooms are in good condition and атр for 
the present. | 

We have a bath house, for the male pupils, and shop 
room enough for our broom shop. The-washing room and 
furnaces, and bake-house and. oven are new and in good 
order. These latter improvements have been built and 


charged up in our account current of expenses during the - 


past year. They were deemed absolutely indispensable for 
the purposes of the Institution. 

The receipts and expenditures during the year. ending 
July 34, 1869, are as follows : 
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Amount гевеітей..... .....................%10,284 81 
_ Amount ехрерӣей..................: ИРЕР . 9,941 19 
Balance in hands of Principal.......... 4999 62 


ав shown by. the following accounts : 


Јо. Н. JoHNsoN, Principal, 
-In ace’t with the Alabama Institution tor Deaf, Dumb and ‘Blind: 


July 6, 1868—To amount іп hand this day.......$ 1,664 10 
-Oct. 6, 1868--То warrant E i casse 3087 10 
Feb. 1, 1869—To ‘ SPO S eee 3,262 61 
Арг. 6. 1869—To “ ЭЕ е 9,319 59 

‚ Apr. 6, 1869--То amount from sale of cow...... 32 00 > 
и. 424 віоте...... 10 00 


“4 advanced for coal....---. 994 00 
« 6 for salaries for 94 ат. 69. 861950 ы 


ыдыраса. 


Total.. аны ы а өзін E 010,204 ВЕ 


Ву ехрепвев са salarin за quarter, 1868.................® 1,449 10 
By “ 4th 4“ 1568.. И ошағын 3,341 99 
Ву 6% “ Ist 4 1869..............---. 2,701 64 
By “ 20420094 Ек” ТЕБУ рар - 9455 46 
89,941 19 
- By amount Е Ро dete аб арада РСР 313. 62- 

Тойа....2222.....1.1.4л4.1.0......2121152.... - $10,254 ВІ 

July 3d, 1869—To amount on ‘hand this day...... $313 62 


The following is а copy.of an official abstract from the 
State Treasurer’s books, of the account of the Institution 
for the fiscal year ending September 30th, 1869: 


THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 


In ace’t with Alabama Institution for Deaf, Dumb" and Blind : 


Oct. 1, 1868--То Ъајапсе............. œ .„.-------9 9,177 53 
“4 Appropriation for 1869.......... 8;000- 00 


ЖТоОзыссы санағы а ны нана ОЛУТ БӘ 
December 1, 1868--Ву amount paid J. H. Уоһпвоп..........% 1,937 10 


February 11, ‚ 1869—By “ Ж е, шШк 3,269 61 
April 14, . “ --Бу j “ МІ зо: 9,319 50 
- July 7, “Бу “ s AE E 1,666 38 
$9,178 59 


October 1, 1869--To amount to balance..........-. $1,998 94 | 


з ARTHUR BINGHAM, ~~ 
; State Treasurer. 
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Tt: will be seen from the foregoing account that the ex- 
penditures have exceeded the amount of the annual ap- 
propriation by one thousand nine hundred and forty-one | 
dollars and nineteen cents—at the rate of $260 per pupil. 
It would cost nine thousand one hundred dollars for thirty- 
five pupils. We have had that number during the past 
school year, and have boarded eight of them during the 
vacation, their friends not being able to pay expenses іс. 


and from the Institution. Besides this, we have built and | 


paid for a small shop building, cosine ‘about $600; a 
bake-house and wash-house, with oven and furnaces, cost- 
ing 9200; a cistern and other improvements indispensably 
necessary. 

All the extra expenditures have been charged up in the 
account current of expenses. The failure of the bill ap- 
propriating $2,500 for the support.of the Blind Depart- 
ment, as explained in my last report to the Board —pages 
5 and 6—has crippled our efforts to increase the number 
of pupils. Without an increase in the amount-of the 
annual appropriation, the exercises of the Institution can- 
not be continued through the next year. 

We have received applications for admission бой. quite 
a number, fifteen of whom (all mutes) we expect to enter 
the Institution by the 1st of January next. 

The progress of the pupils in both the departments has 


been entirely satisfactory. - Our corps of teachers consist 


< of, besides the Principal, Mr. В. В. Asbury, instructor of 


the blind, who has been indefatigable in the discharge of 
his duties. Mrs. E. A. Johnson, assistant teacher of mutes, - 
and Mr. John A. Hoge, (a mute himself, and one of our 
former pupils,) also an assistant teacher of mutes. The 
number of pupils, it would seem, would not warrant the 
employment of во many.teachers. Іп reference to this, I 
beg to say, that if all the pupils had entered the Institu- 
tion at the same time, there would be scarcely more than | 
one energetic teacher who could instruct, but coming in as 
they have done, at different times, and often remaining at 
home for months at a time, we have in our small number 
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not less than four classes. Itis the opinion of the writer 
that one teacher can instruct not more than twenty pupils 
in one class. . It will require not less than fifteen thousand 
dollars annually to enable us to receive and instruct sixty 
pupils. This number ought to be and can be brought into 
‚ the Institution, before the close of the present school year, 
if -provision is made for their support. 

The importance of educating these two classes of our 
° unfortunate fellow creatures is not fully appreciated by 
those who have bestowed no thought on the subject, espe- 
cially as regards the blind. A blind person taken from.a 
community where he has been a burthen to his friends or 
to the public, educate him and give him a trade, and you 
return him to the community a.valuable and self-sustaining 
member of society, besides rendering him as happy as one 
in his unfortunate and afflicted condition can be happy. 
The same is true in regard to the deaf and dumb to a great 
extent, though, and I am-ashamed to say it, deaf mutes 
are sometimes kept at home and denied the benefits of 
education, because they are good workers and their labor.- 
can be obtained for nothing. The deaf and dumb and the 
blind, as the case now stands, must look to the State Insti- 
tution for an education. They are so few in number, com- 
paratively speaking, that they are practically denied any 
participation in the public schoolfunds. By this we mean 
that the services of a competent instructor cannot be had 
in évér¥y community where there is a deaf mute or blind 
child. Until recently there was but one institution for the | 
deaf and dumb and one for the blind in all New England. 
The deaf and dumb and the blind are taught in the same ` 
Institution and under the management of the same Board 
of Directors. In many of the Northern States, and in three, 
at least, of the Southern States, where the number of pu- 
pils is not large—larger than there i is any probability. it will 
be in Alabama for some time to come—I can see no good 
reason why the two classes may not be kept under the 
same managers and taught in the same institution, thus ° 
avoiding the additional expense incident to tlie establish- 
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ment of a separate institution for the blind. If this plan | 
‚ be determined upon, some alteration in the law establish- . 
ing the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb ought to be | 
made, 

The name of the Institution ought. to be changed во а8 . 
read, “ The Alabama Institution for Ле: Education of the ` 
Deaf and the Dumb and the Blind ;? and the annual ap- 
propriation for the support ought to be increased, ав sug- 
gested in another place in this report. If this be done, 
and the minds of those engaged in trying to. build up this 
charity setat rest, and they be assured that the future of 
the Institution depends upon earnest,. faithful and honest 
discharge of duty by them, I can promise that.nothing 
will be left undone to build up the Institation and to ad- | 


vance the interests of the mute and blind children o 


Alabama. | 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I beg to thank you for the... 
uniform kindness and courtesy extended to me by your 
honorable body, and in behalf of the unfortunate persons | 
under my charge, I return heartfelt gratitude for the in- 
terest you have manifested in their welfare by giving to 
the Institution so much of your valuable time without the 
hope of fee or reward. — 


Respectfully submitted. 
| Јов Н. JOHNSON, 


Principal, and Secretary 
of the Board of Commissioners. | 
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CATALOGUE OF PUPILS. 


NAMES. | 2200 BESIDENCE. | 
Mute—Barker, James........... Clebourne county. 
en Campbell, ON 3446 Marengo ші 

« Collins, John............ Hale С. 
4 Christian, Мату C....... Perry “ 
Blind—Cox, Richard........... St. Clair a 
“Сох, Непту............._ © Б 
б Ох donb ое 22” ‘$ 
“4 Dickinson, Elizabeth..... Talladega Ы. 
Mute—Elrod, Elvira............ Cherokee “ 
Blind—Fisher, Sarah............ Mobile gi 
« Graham, Emma......... " ИС: 
Mute—Groom, ЕШа............ Wilcox Ы 
“ House, Чапе............ Cherokee “ 
С House, James........... а Ш 
« НоіѕветрасК, Beulah. КЕТУ Shelby 
| Blind—Knosx, Liamar........... Talladega s 
Mute—Moore, Lenco........... Pike Ы. 
Nu Mynott, Мату осама Calhoun ` ©“ 
“  McCaine, Emma......... Talladega Ы 
“ МеСалпе;Јерріө......... н oe 
Blind—McClinton, Martha...... Shelby 552 
“ МеКехог, Wm....... ... Mobile “ 
ә Mute—Nichols, Miriam......... Chambers 5 
* Steed, JaneS............ Cleburne 2 
« Stephens, Ава........... Blount 
« Toney, Mary............ Bullock j 
“ Топеу, Georgia.......... “ " 
“ Toney, Laura..:........ ы Еа 
Blind—Tims, Robert........... St. Clair - 
Mute—Trucks, Martha......... Bibb i 
«<< Wilson, J. А....2....... Hale б 
“ Whitman, Georgia....... Perry 


«Whitman, Agnes........Calhoun “ 


| Е К 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Acknowledgements are due to Captain E, G. Barney, 
agent for Lessee of the Selma, Rome and Dalton Railroad, 
for a free pass for the Principal and a class of pupils over 
that road. To Major L. J. Fleming, of the Mobile & Ohio 
Railroad, for similar favors. Also, to Major. Samuel G. 
Jones, Engineer and Superintendent of the Western Rail- 
road, for a pass for a class of pupils to and from Mont- 
gomery. 

Our thanks are also: due to the proprietors of the follow- 
ing papers for copies of their journals free of charge: 

“ Montgomery Daily Advertiser,” Montgomery, Ala. 

“ Marion Commonwealth,’ Marion, Ala. 

“ Shelby Guide,” Columbiana, Ala. 

“ Monroe Eagle,” Claiborne, Ala. 4 
` “Mountain Home,” Talladega, Ala. 

These gentlemen have, at a small cost to themselves, 
afforded to those of our pupils who are advanced far . 
enough to appreciate it, the means of obtaining the cur- 
rent news of the day, which has been highly appreciated 
by them. 

We also acknowledge the receipt of $10, a donation to 
the Institution from Mrs. M., a kind-hearted lady of 
Mobile. 


42 12 


‚ TERMS ОЕ ADMISSION. ` 


| State beneficiaries are admitted free of charge, and are 


- entitled to all the benefits of the Institution for a length 
` of time at the discretion of the Commissioners. They 
must provide themselves with neat and comfortable cloth- 
ing, must pay their own traveling expenses to and from 
the Institution, and must be free from contagious or offen- 
‘sive diseases. 

Pupils are not received under eight years of age. 

Those who are аре іо pay their board ard tuition, are 


.required to pay for the same two hundred dollärs for school - 
year of forty weeks. This includes school тоб, expenses, 


books, &е. ~ 
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